IN THE SPECIFICATION 

„ j . 

Page 1, line &; change "5" to --5, which consists 
of Figs . 5A - 5E, . 

Page 8, line 4, change "13" to --13, which consists 
of Figs. 13A - 13D, -- . 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 66, 67, 73, 74, 80, 81, 83, 85, 
88, 89, 91-95 and 98-105 as follows: 



66. (T\wice Amended) An outline forming apparatus 
^comprising : 

stoi^Lng means for storing pattern data which 
includes coordinate ^ata corresponding to a first outline 
point of a pattern _ha^irj^\^. _f irst weight, _and_vecto_r_ 
information corresponding to\the first outline point, the 
vector information [indiipa^ng] including a function of 
weight, which indicates a\curve of second degree or more on 
which the first outline point moves to a second outline point 
of a pattern having a second weight ; 

input means for inputting weight; 
[converting means for converting the 
coordinate data corresponding to the first outline point into 
coordinate data corresponding to\a third outline point of] 
generating means for obtaining a moved outline point by 
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movingXthe first outline point based on the input weight and 
said function, and generating an outline of a pattern having 
the input\tfeight based on the [vector information] moved 
outline point . 




67.~\(Twice Amended) The outline forming apparatus 
according to Claim 66, further comprising output means for 
outputting [a pattern having the input weight, based on 
coordinate data corresponding to a third outline point 
obtained by said converting means] the pattern generated by 
said generating means , 



73. (tfwice Amended) An outline forming method for 
\ / an apparatus which stores pattern data which includes 

coordinate data corsrespondinq/to a first outline point of a 
pattern having a firs^i wei^ghtX and vector information_ 
corresponding to the frrst outline point, the vector 
information [indicating] YnWudi^g a function of weight, 
which indicates a curve of ^second degree or more on which the 
first outline point moves to\a second outline point of a 
pattern having a second weightX said method comprising the 
steps of : \ 

inputting weight or\a pattern; and 
[converting the coordinate data corresponding 
to the first outline point into coordnSnate data corresponding 
to a third outline point] obtaining a moved outline point by 
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moving tYie first outline point based on the input weight and 
said function, and generating an outline of a pattern having 
the input weight based on the [vector information] moved 
outline point^ 

74. (T^ice Amended) The outline forming method 
according to Claim\73, further comprising an output step of 
outputting [a pattern having the input weight, based on the 
outline data obtained Vn said converting step] the pattern 
generated by said genera 



8Q. (Twice Amended) A computer readable medium 
storing computer program code for controlling an apparatus 
which stores pasttern data which includes coordinate data 
corresponding toV first ou^fine point of a pattern having a 
first weight, and_ vector - information corresponding to the 
first outline point, ^he vegj^br information [indicating] a 
curve of second degree or more on which the first outline 
point moves to a second outline point of a pattern having a 
second weight, said program Vode comprising: 

input process procedure code for inputting 
weight of a pattern; and 

[converting] generating procedure code [for 
converting the coordinate data corresponding to the first 
outline point into coordinate data corresponding to a third 
outline point] obtaining a moved outline point by moving the 



42468vl 



o \ > first outline point based on the input weight and said 

function, a\d generating an outline of a pattern having the 
input weight loosed $n the [vector information] moved outline 
point 



81. (^mended) The outline forming apparatus 
according to Claitrk 66, further comprising sending means for 
sending coordinate data corresponding to the [third] moved 
outline point, obtained by said [converting] generating 





means . 




83.. (Amended) 
according to Clair 
coordinate data cc 
point, obtained in 




The outline forming method 
fher comprising the step of sending 

g to the [third] moved outline 
onverting] obtaining step. 




85. (Amended) An outline forming apparatus 
comprising : 

storing mean^Eor storing pattern data which 
includes coordinate data^ corresponding to a first outline 
point of a pattern having 1 ^ first weight, and vector 
information corresponding teethe first outline point, the 
vector information indicating V path on which the first 
outline point moves to a second Vut line point of a pattern 
having a second weight, said vectot information including a 
plurality of [vector data] f unctionsXof weight , which 
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indicate a plurality of different lines [comprising] defining 
the paoh^_ and the vector information including change 
information indicating which [vector data] function is to be 
used for e^ch weight; 

input means for inputting weight of a pattern; 
[obtaining] determination means for [obtaining 
vector data] determining a function to be used based on. the 
change information ^^rtQsthe input weight; and 

[converting means for converting the 
coordinate data corresponding to the first outline point into 
coordinate data corresponding to a third outline point of a 
pattern having the input weight based on the vector data 
obtained by said obtaining means] 

generating Wans for obtaining a moved outline 
point by moving the first outline point based on the input 
weight and the function determined to be used, and generating 
an outline of a pattern having the input weight based on the 
moved outline point , 



88 . (Amended) 
according to Claim 
includes [vector dat 
straight line and [v 
indicating a curve o 




outline forming apparatus 
the vector information 
on of weight indicating a 
a function of weight 
degree or more . 
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89\ (Amended). The outline forming apparatus 
according to c\aim 85, fiurther comprising output means for 
outputting [a pattern hav\ng the input weight, based on 
coordinate data co^re^ptffiding to the third outline point 
generated by said concerting means] the pattern generated by 
said generating means . \ 



91. OAmended) The outline forming apparatus 
according to Claiim85, wherein said [converting] generating 
means [converts coordinate data] obtains the moved outline 
point when [vector da\:a] a function for the input weight 
exists . 




92. (Amended) \ The outlinje forming apparatus 
according to Claim 85, wheVein said storing means stores 
.degree information [indicates] indicating degree of a 
function [represented by eacl\ of the plurality of vector 
data] . 



93. (Amended) The ounline forming apparatus 
according to Claim 92, wherein they degree information 
includes information indicating that coordinate data of an 
outline point does not change in conjunction with weight. 



94. (Amended) The outline forming apparatus 
according to Claim 85, wherein the changeX information 
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ipdicaoes a weight Value at which the [vector data] function 
is changed. 

95\ (Amended) An outline forming method utilizing 
storing means Vor storing pattern data which includes 
coordinate data\corresponding to a first outline point of a 
pattern having a Yi rst weight, and vector information 
corresponding to the first outline point, the vector 
information indicating a pathumi which the first outline 
point moves to a second uatftline^oint of a pattern having a 
second weight, the vecuor information including a plurality 
of [vector data] functions ofweight, which indicate a 
plurality of different lir\es [comprising] defining the path^_ 
and the vector information Including change information 
indicating which [vector data] function is to be used for 
each weight., said_ method comprising the _steps of: 

inputting weight of avpattern; 

[obtaining vector dataA determining a function to 
be used based on the change information and the input weight; 

[converting the coordinate data corresponding to 
the first outline point into coordinate data corresponding to 
a third outline point of a pattern having the input weight 
based on the vector data obtained in sard obtaining step] 

obtaining a moved outline point \by moving the first 
outline point based on the input weight andXthe function 
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determi^ed^p be used, and Qenerating an outline of a patte 
having tfae input weight based on the moved outline point . 




)8 . (Amended) The outline forming method 
according t\ Claim 95, wherein the vector information 
includes [vector data] a function of weight indicating a 
straight line akd [vector data] a function of weight 
indicating a curve of aecond degree or more. 




99. (Amended) The outline forming method 
according to Claim 95 A further comprising the step of 
outputting [a pattern having the input weight, based on 
coordinate data corresponding to the third outline point 
generated in said converting, step] the pattern generated in 
said obtaining and generating \step^ — 



101- (Amended) TShe outline forming method 
according to Claim 95, wherein said [converting] obtaining 
and generating step includes \[convg£xing coordinate data] 
obtaining the moved outline point wh^p [vector data] a 
function for the input weight eAis 



102. (Amended) The outline forming method 
according to Claim 95, wherein said ^storing [means] step 
includes storing degree information [indicates] indicating 
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degree o^f a function [represented by each of the plurality of 
vector daka] . 

10\3. (Amended) The outline forming method 
according to Claim 102, wherein the degree information 
includes information indicating that coordinate data of an 
outline point does not change in conjunction with weight. 



104. (Amended ) ^#he outline forming method 
according to Claim \p5^/whe^ein the change information 
indicates a weight ^lue at \£iich the [vector data] function 
is changed. 



105. (Amended! A computer readable medium storing 
computer program code for an outline forming process which 
utilizes stored pattern data which includes coordinate data 
corresponding to a first outline point of a -pattern having a 
first weight, and vector information corresponding to the 
first outline point, the vector information indicating a path 
on which the first outline point moves to a second outline 
point of a pattern having a second weight, the vector 
information including a plurality of [vector data] functions 
of weight, which indicate a plurality of different lines 
[comprising] defining the path,, and the vector information 
including change information indicating which [vector data] 
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functioA is to be used for each weight, said program code 
comprisii 

nput process procedure code for inputting weight 
of a pattern; 

[obtaining] determining process procedure code for 
[obtaining veqtor data] determining a function to be used 
based on the change information and the input weight; 

[converting process procedure code for converting 
the coordinate da^a .corresponding to the first outline point 
into coordinate datfa corresponding to a third outline point 
of a pattern having \he input weight based on the vector data 
obtained by said obtaining process procedure code] 

obtaining-andXgenerating procedure code for 
obtaining a moved outline^ point by moving the first outline 
point based on the input weight and the function determined 
to be used., and generating an outline of a pattern having the 
input weight based on the moved outline point , 



REMARKS 

This application has been carefully reviewed in 
light of the Office Action dated May 19, 1999. Claims 66-68, 
70, 71, 73-75, 77, 78 and 80-105 remain in this application. 
Claims 66, 67, 73, 74, 80, 81, 83, 85, 88, 89, 91-95 and 98- 
105 have been amended in terms which more clearly define what 
Applicant regards as his invention. Claims 66, 73, 80, 85, 
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